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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


f  CURTAIITS  yOR  T^E  L-IVIITG  500M 


L  I  B  R  A  R  r 
m  EC  ct  V 

1%  NOV  17  1930  * 


A  radio  tallc  "07  Miss  Bess  ivi.  Vieinont  j  '  nome  econoL:ist ,  Bureau  of  Hon;e_ 
Econo..ucs ,  delivered  tiiroui^li  V/HC  aaid  3S  other  radio  st-ations  associated  v/itli 
the  National  Broadcasting  Gor:/pany,  October  23,  1930« 


As  I  told  you.  a  fsM  v/eeks'aco,  the  choice  of  curtains  for  youi"  living 
roor.  depends  so  cuch  upon  other  furnishintss  tlaat  it  is  inpossilDle  to  consider 
ther.  independently.     If  you  happen  to  "be  one  of  the  f e?/  hOL:e:.'iai^ers  who  is 
bu^/ing.  all  new  furnishings,  including  curtains,  your  prohlen;  is  easy.  The 
v;indow  hangings  ceai  lie  nade' the  center  of  your  decorative  plan.  • 

But  fror.:  tL':e  to  tine  curtains  luust  he  replaced  in  rocr.is  iTliere  other 
furnishings  are  still  in  good'  condition.     It  seena  that  the  question  of  when  to 
use  plain  n;aterials  said.  v;hen  to  use  figi.ired  ones  is  always  perplexing.    A  gen- 
eral rule  that  is  safe  for  you  to  follov;  is;     With  plain  walls  use  figured 
dra,peries  and  v/ith  f  i-ured  \/alls  use  plain  draperies. 

In  a  rooiVi  v/ith  plain  v,-alls  v/e  deioend  upon  the  v/indows  to  add  interest 
and  variety.     Their  hangirigs  should  be  colorful  hut  since  che  living  room  is 
the  meeting  place  of  so  cany  people  —  the  fo-:il3',  friends,  and  oftentimes 
strangers  —  the  c^ortains  must  he  delightful  and  not  so  unusual  as  t-o  be  con- 
spicuous.    Tlie  colors  chosen  must  be  soft  and  rich  rather  than  harsii  and  def ia.nt 
and  they  rmst  blend  with  those  in  the  upholstery,  rug,  end.  pictures. 

Jifj^ired  side  draperies  require  slviple  glas3  curtains  such  as  filet  net, 
marquisette,  scrim,  or  theatrical  gauze.     Som.etimes  sm.all  dots  or  crossbars 
can  be  used  but  dom.inant  designs  m.ust  be  avoided. 

Many  v/indows  in  a  room  have  a  tendencjr  to  naice  it  seem  smxaller  than  it 
really  is.    Draperies  chosen  for  such  a  room  should  harmonize  closely  with  the 
Wall  to  couaiteract  the  choppcd-uj)  appearance  of  so  m^any  openings.     Select  a 
material  v/ith  a  baclcground  that  matches  tne  wall  ajid  timt  has  e.  design  of  re- 
lated colors,     l^or  example,  v/ith  creai-^-colored  walls,  a  material  with  a  creai;i 
bacl^ground,  and  a  design  in  tones  of  brovrn  and  brick  red,  v/ith  perhaps  a  sm.all 
ar-:ount  of  green  for  contrast,  v;ould  be  a  good  choice.     On  the  other  ha,nd,  if 
the  room;  v/ith  maii^"  windov/s  is  extrem^ely  large,  contrasting  curtains  will  malce 
it  seem  sm.aller. 

PatT:erned  walls  need  plain  hangings  to  give  the  room  a  rest  space.  The 
draperies  may  repeat  the  dominant  color  of  the  wall  decoration,  but  a  more 
pleasing  choice  would  be  some  other  color  in  the  wall  covering.     On©  of  the 
less  prominent  colors  might  be  chosen  for  the  side  draperies  and  the  dominant 
one  repeated  for  glass  curtains.     Poijexample ,  suppose  the  wallpaper  has  a  deep 
ivory  bacl^round  with  green  and  rose-colored  figures.     Green  side  dra.peries 
with  ecru  glass  curtains  could  be  used.     But  remember  that  v/hether  the 
draperies  are  f  ig^ared  or  plain  the2'"  inust  not  be  brighter  than  the  most  dominant 
colors  in  the  room.     If  they  are,  the  other  furnishings  will  appear  old  and 
faded. 


( over) 


The  lengtli  to  :v.alte  side  draperies  and. 'glass  cm-tains  is  debemiiied  some- 
what 'b'l'  personal  likes  and  dislikes  "bvLt  rcore        the  relotion  tl.e  size  a^:d  shape 
of  the  window  and  the  heit"/;ht  and  width  of  the  v;all  in  wliic-.i:  is  located. 
Bungalows  are  apt  to  have  short,  v/ide  v/indo\i;s' and  low  ceilings  \7nile  obher 
houses  1  recfaentl""  nave  nigh  ceilings  and  call  narrow  v/indowg.     Of  coiu'-se,  the 
same  treatments  v/ould  not  be'  suitalile  in  these  tv/o  houses.     With  low  ceilings 
and  short  '7indo'./s,  draperies  that  extend  to  tne  lo\/er  edge  of  the  a"oron  or  to 
tne  floor  and  hung  so  that  they  cover  a.  i;>art  of  the  glass  tend  to  noke  tlie 
ceiling  higher  and  the  v/indov/s  taller.     On  the  other  hand,  snort  draperie-'j  huiig 
over  the  vrindo'.T  fraiae,  so  that  the]-  cover  little  or  none  of  the  glass,  ir.a-i:e 
the  ivindov;  seem  sxiorter  and  v/ider,  and  the  ceiling  lo^7er.  .  It  is  possihle  to 
use  a  valance  on  a  v/indov;  of  this  kind  to  give  the  im.pres"sion'  of  less  height 
and  greacer-  \7idth.     And  sometimes  loopiiig  back  the  side  drg.peries  gives  the 
desired  effect,     ^^nen  planning  nev/  cvirtains  it  is  always  Vise  to  make  drawings 
to  scale  that  snov/  the  xiItAom  and  its  relation  to  the  v/all  space.     il\lien  various 
lengtn  draperies  and  st  ales  of  valances  and  looi-)ings  can  bo  s^^cetched  in.  These 
v/ill  give  an  idea  of  hov/  the  finished  trop'^ment  will  look,  and.  altho-rogli  it  na" 
take  a  lit-ole  longer  in  the  beginning,   it  may  save  iTach  time  and  man:.'-  disa^"^- 
pointmc;nts  in  the  end.     Also,  tnese  skeucries  can  be  used  in  estimating  the 
aiT:Ounts  of  liia^terials  needed' and  in  calculating  tne  cdf.t  for  difi'erent  kinds 
of  hangings. 

So  if  you  are  needing  new  living  room  curtains,  decide  first  'on  whether 
you  should  nave  plain  or  figured  material.     Second,  alv7ays  remember  that  the 
curtains  should  blend  v/ith  otnur  furnisliings  and  that  their  color  must  not  be 
brighter  than  anything  else  in  the  room.     Tnird,  maiie  severcal  acc-orate  drr^./ings 
of  the  v/indov/.     On  these  tr;;-  different  st:/los  of  c"ar tains  estimG,ting  the 
yardage  and  cost  of  bho  m.aterial  I'or  each. 


